
How to set up a Parent Canvas Account:   

1. Go to www.mcs.instructure.com.  Click on “Parent of a 

Canvas User”.  Or, go to the APP store on your phone 

and download the “Canvas for Parents” app. 

2. On the next screen, enter your name, email, password, 

etc.   

3.Pair your account with your child’s. Have your child log in to 

their account.  Click on “Settings”.  On the far right, click on 

“Pair with an Observer” (see below).  Enter the pairing code on 

your sign in screen (either on the computer or app).   

4. That’s it!  You are now 

connected!  If you 

would like, you can 

customize your 

settings to receive only 

the important notifications.  See the next page for instructions on how to do this.  
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How to customize your alerts/notifications:   

1.  Log in to your account (on a computer).  Click on “Account” in the top left corner.  

Then, click on “Notifications”. 

2. For the following “Course Activities”, click on the GREEN CHECK MARK:  

“Announcements”, “Conversation Message”, and “Submission Comment”.  Click on the 

GREEN X for all of the other categories.   

3. If you have the CANVAS app on your phone, choose the green check mark for the same 

3 categories under “Push Notifications”.   

4. Announcements act like Remind.  This option is used to send messages to the entire 

class.  Conversation Messages are personal inbox messages that are sent to just your 

child.  Submission Comment is another type of personal message that your child will 

only receive if there is a problem or issue with an assignment they have submitted 

online. 

Why do all of this?   

Many middle and high school teachers that use Canvas no longer use applications like Remind because 
the same capabilities are built into Canvas.  Additionally, Canvas provide parents with far more 
information than Remind.  You can access grades, lesson plans, and homework in addition to messages 
and announcements.  But, you can also customize Canvas so that it works just like Remind if that is 
something that works better for you!  




